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ABOUT THIS BOOK 
 
Christine Hippert examines buying food on credit in corner stores in Cabarete, an international tourism destination in 
the Dominican Republic and a hub for migrant laborers. The voices in this book highlight people’s experiences with 
food, debt, and survival to reveal emerging social changes related to race, gender, class, and citizenship. 

 
ABOUT THE AUTHOR 
 
Christine Hippert is professor of anthropology in the Department of Archaeology and Anthropology at the 
University of Wisconsin-La Crosse. 

“Hippert offers a thoughtful and imminently readable account of how a 
common practice in the Dominican Republic—comprando fiao, or buying 
food on credit from small neighborhood colmados (stores)—offers a 
window into relationships between Dominicans, Dominicans of Haitian 
Descent, and Haitian (im)migrants in the northern coastal town of 
Cabarete, a popular ecotourism destination. Hippert argues that the 
commonplace anti-Haitianist rhetoric, discourses, and beliefs espoused 
by many Dominicans and their government alike should not be taken at 
face value…Despite the surge in and institutionalization of 
contemporary anti-Haitian rhetoric and practices, Dominican colmaderos 
routinely label Haitians and Dominicans of Haitian descent gente 
responsable (responsible people)—a racialized assessment of 
trustworthiness upon which the ability to purchase the food necessary 
for survival hinges. As Hippert ably argues, this case exemplifies the co-
existence of anti-Haitian discourses and everyday Dominco-Haitian 
solidarity practices.” 

 
— Ginetta E.B. Candelario, Smith College; author of Black behind 
the Ears: Dominican Racial Identity from Museums to Beauty 
Shops 

NOT EVEN A GRAIN OF RICE:  
BUYING FOOD ON CREDIT IN THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 

By Christine Hippert 
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