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ACE 4th GRADE EXPLORERS!

ACE implements the theme Explorers for fourth grade ACE students. ACE Explorers study societies and
cultures through observation and questioning, giving fourth graders the perfect role to play as they explore the
diverse people and heritages of Wisconsin and abroad. The fourth grade ACE artists and musicians energize
the curriculum by introducing students to a wide array of cultures through music and dance. These efforts,
coupled with the ACE teacher’s efforts in the classroom, foster awareness, sensitivity, pride and respect of
cultural diversity as well as the diverse perspectives of others.

ABOUT ACE VIDEO TOOLKITS

This toolkit has been designed to provide additional resources so you and your students can get the most out
of the Virtual ACE Program. We hope it provides some valuable information and ideas that will enrich your
experience and inspire you and your students to explore and create further — that is what ACE is all about!

As a general rule, a toolkit will be distributed approximately 2 weeks before the release of the accompanying
ACE video. When the video is released, you will have approximately 30 days to view and/or share it with your
students. You can view all together or share the link with them if you want them to watch it themselves
asynchronously. If the students are viewing from home, encourage parents to watch with them!

HOW TO GET THE MOST OUT OF THIS ACE VIDEO (click on the Step to be

taken directly to that section):

e Step 1 - “Introduce” the artists by sharing their bios and pictures with your students a few days
before they view the video.

e Step 2 - Read “Before You Watch” and give your students an idea of what they are going to view.

e Step 3 - Discuss the vocabulary and key concepts included in the video with your students ahead of
time to create base knowledge.

o Step 4 — Familiarize yourself with the Video Participation Opportunities and prepare your students
for them.

e Step 5 - Try to incorporate some of the activity ideas provided into your teaching both before and
after watching the video.

If you have time, we recommend you view the video yourself before showing it to students to
become familiar with it.

After watching the video, compile any guestions your students would like to ask the performers
and email them to edu@mso.org.
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MEET CUICANI

Raquel Paraiso, violin, sikus, vocals, gliro

jHola! My name is Raquel Paraiso. | was born in Spain, in
Lagunilla, a tiny village in the province of Salamanca. | love my home
town and each and every time | go there | think about how you would
love it too. Do you know how many people live there? 400. Yes! That is
not a mistake and the number is not missing an extra 0.

I have four sisters and one brother, and | am very close to all of
them. My mom will be 95 on April 30 and she is the youngest person at
heart that | know —except Pancho, my best buddy—and myself, of
course. | miss my family in Spain, but we find ways to be in contact. My
mom and | talk on FaceTime every day, even if it’s just to see what | am
having for lunch.

| started learning to play the violin in Salamanca when | was 12
and have not stopped learning and playing ever since. My dad played
violin and both he and my mom encouraged us (me and my siblings) to
play music. There was always music and singing at home. When |
moved to Madison, WI, to continue studying violin, | also started to play
Latin American music. | learned how to play sikus (pan-pipes), which |
totally love. It is a lot of fun to play several musical instruments and learn
different musical styles. | love to play music because | think it is a
fantastic way to make and communicate with friends and all of those
who also play music. It took me a while to be able to express myself through music, but once | figured out how
to do it, that was it!

In Madison, | also studied Ethnomusicology. Do you know what that is? Well, ethnomusicologists study
the social and cultural roots of music and the people who make music. | study music from Latin America, in
particular, the music of Mexico. Guess where | live now? In Mexico, in a town called Xalapa, the capital of
Veracruz State in Eastern Mexico. Pancho and | moved here because it is warmer than Wisconsin. Another
reason why we moved to Mexico is because | am doing research on Mexican music. | record older musicians
who play music that not many other people know and record their stories and their life experiences. It is
amazing how much cultural richness music this can bring into one’s life.

Pancho and | don’t have pets but we have a small garden and we have gotten to know the birds that
visit us every day. Our zanate (a type of small bird) friend, Homero, came today looking for food. He is not
scared of us. Also, there is a cat that lives up the street and visits us from time to time. Our neighbors’ dogs are
named Perro, which means dog, Vanilla and Coco.

After living in Wisconsin for many, many years, we are thrilled we can sit outside in the garden in the
middle of February. Since moving here, we have returned to Madison once a year for our ACE presentations.
Our presentations in schools, like the friends we left behind, are quite dear to our hearts. We missed you last
year and hope to see you in person in the near future! Of course, | miss my family and friends in Spain too, but
| keep on visiting them once or twice a year. | feel lucky | have a wonderful family and friends who know how to
stay in touch.

When | am not working on my research or teaching violin, I love to take walks and read. | also love to
sit with Pancho and play music, learn new music, and compose. That keeps our minds alert, our fingertips
ready, and our hearts very much alive. All of that together, along with other activities like spending time with
friends, cooking together, talking about everything —you know how that goes— as well as playing music with
them, are the things that keep me happy and content. Sharing your life with others is the best thing that can
happen!
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Francisco Lopez, guitar, bombo, chaj-chajs, bongos, and vocals

My name is Francisco Lopez, but everyone calls me Pancho. |
was born in Mexico City, Mexico. | lived in that city until | was 18 years
old. That is when | decided to move to the USA because | wanted to
study Physics. | was able to obtain a partial tuition scholarship from
the University of Oregon in Eugene, Oregon, and worked in the food
service as well to sustain myself until | graduated. But wait, | play
music, right? So, what's going on?

Well, it started when | was in kindergarten. At the school that |
attended then, there was a call for any kid who wanted to participate
in the school choir. On the notice, they stated the time and the hour (9
am) and the room when the try-outs were going to take place. Ahhh...
but only kids from first grade on. Ufff... | was in kindergarten....
bummer.... So, | said to myself, "l will sneak out of my class and go to
the try-out.” On the day of the try-out | kept asking my teacher what
time it was (I could not read an analog clock). Then, at 5 minutes
before 9 am, | asked permission to go to the restroom. | sneaked from
the restroom to the room where the try-outs were. It was my turn to
test my skills. The music teacher asked me to sing a melody that he
just played on the piano. | tried to sing the same melody as best as |
could. The teacher liked what he heard and told me that | could
participate in the choir. The music teacher asked me what classroom |
belonged to. | said, “In kindergarten.” The music teacher paused for a
moment, looked at me and said that | could stay and be part of the
school choir. It was a thrill to be able to sing all the beautiful songs. | really enjoyed being part of the choir for
four years. Then my family moved to a different part of Mexico City and we had to change schools.

Time passed hy. | was just going to turn fifteen years old and | wanted to play the guitar. So, | asked my
father to get me a guitar as a birthday present. He was opposed to the idea from the beginning. To my father,
the most important thing for us to do was to study. He did not have the opportunity to study and go to college.
He did not even finish elementary school. My father thought that if | started to play the guitar, | was going to
drop school and start playing music in the saloons and bars. He did not want that for his children. | was able to
convince him that | will not drop out of school if | started playing the guitar and he agreed to buy me one.

| have a guitar now, but how do | play it? My parents did not have much money so they could not pay
for music lessons and my school did not have a music program. But fortunately, there was a friend that lived on
my block that could tune and played the guitar a little. He started to teach me songs. Then, my friends from
high school and | started giving serenades to our moms and girlfriends on Mother's Day and Valentine's Day
respectively. A bunch of us, like 15 kids, would go to all the houses of our moms and girlfriends and played 3
songs at each house. We did that all night long. That was when | really loosened my fingers and started to play
at tempo. It was fun, but very tiring because we played all night long.

Time passed hy. A friend at the University of Oregon-Eugene gave me a cassette with music from the
Andean Region in South America. | loved that music since the first time | listened to it! At the time, my brother-
in-law came to visit us from Mexico City and brought his Andean instruments with him. We played for a month
while he was with us. Then he had to go back to Mexico and at the airport the airline wanted to charge him
extra luggage for the instruments. My brother-in-law did not have any money to pay for the excess luggage and
left the instruments with me to sell them. | sold his guitar, but did not sell the other instruments like panpipes
and Andean flutes. | asked my brother-in-law, what would be the lowest price he would accept for the
instruments and he asked me, "are you going to learn to play them?” | said yes, “I will learn to play them." He
told me, "Keep the instruments and as long as you learn to play them, you do not have to pay me anything."

And that is what | have been doing for 42 years. | have been learning those instruments and many
more from all the regions of Latin America. | just cannot stop learning because the music is so beautiful. Every
month | learn a new song. It is so nice to do that. And the best part is that | get to share what | have learned
with other people. And, do you know the best compliment my father ever gave me many years later during his
50th Wedding Anniversary? My father said to me after we played music together with Raquel at the
celebration, "Son, you really play that guitar nice." Job done well, | thought to myself.
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BEFORE YOU WATCH

Cuicani is coming to you today from Mexico! Raquel and Pancho are excited to share their music with you and
take you on a journey to discover more about Latin American music. The duo will explain the three main roots
that have shaped Latino American Music, which are the Indigenous Root, European Root, and the African
Root. To demonstrate each of these, Cuicani uses instruments you may have never heard of before, sings
songs in different languages, and showcases how different styles mix to create completely new styles!
Throughout the presentation, Cuicani invites their special guests, Tlahui and Elisa to join them to help
demonstrate instruments and rhythms. You'll want to learn more about Latin American music following this
fascinating performance!

Cuicani will play songs from Latin America such as Kunataquiraki, La Paguinita, and Desenredando nudos.

If you would like a detailed presentation outline of this video, please contact us at edu@mso.org.

VOCABULARY/KEY CONCEPTS

e Latin America — The region south of the United States. It includes Mexico, the islands and countries in

the Caribbean, and all of South America.

Violin — Violin in Spanish. Listen closely to Raquel and Pancho for Spanish pronunciations.

Guitarra — Guitar in Spanish.

Siku — A traditional flute or panpipe from the Andes Mountains.

Bombo — A drum that is a mixture between a military marching drum and the native drum called

wankara. Itis made out of wood, straps made out of leather, and drum heads made of out two skins —

deer and goat.

e Chaj-Chajs — A percussion instrument made out of goat hooves. The instrument can go around your
wrist or ankles and is often used to sound like rain.

e Waltz — A dance that has three beats (1-2-3) per measure. Often the three beats can be felt in one big
beat (1-2-3, 1-2-3).

e Zapoteco — One of 65 languages spoken in Mexico.
Clave — Short wooden sticks that are hit together to keep a steady beat. Itis also a syncopated
rhythmic pattern used in African and Latin American music.

e Gliro — Percussion instrument shaped like a gourd (or might actually be a dried gourd) that is ribbed.
The instrument is scraped with a stick or metal tines or tapped to keep a steady beat.

PARTICIPATION OPPORTUNITIES

e Throughout the presentation, Raquel and Pancho ask the students questions and hope they will
brainstorm answers together. Feel free to stop the video at any time to allow students time to think and
discuss answers to their questions.

e Cuicani asks students to repeat some of the Spanish words they say, or the names of instruments.
Encourage students to repeat the words.

o Explore the siku. Watch Raquel demonstrate this instrument. What do you think the material is? Do
you think the small siku will sound higher or lower? What about the big siku?

e Snap along while Raquel and Pancho each play a piece of the siku.

e Sing “Twinkle, Twinkle” with Raquel and Pancho as if your class was a siku. One half of the class
follows Raquel and the other half follows Pancho to create the whole song.

o Clap along with the performers during Kunataquiraki.

¢ Cuicani will repeat Kunataquiraki, but this time something will be different. Listen closely for differences
you heard. Help Tlahui and Elisa keep the beat by clapping.

e How many beats are in a measure in a waltz? Keep the beat of the waltz with Tlahui by clapping.

¢ Sing along with Pancho to “You Are My Sunshine.”
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e Try clapping the clave rhythm during the second performance of La Paguinita. You can follow Elisa
and Tlahui. What was different this time you heard the song?
¢ During the final song, clap the clave rhythm with Elisa and Tlahui.

PRE AND POST VIDEO ACTIVITY IDEAS

e Learn more about Cuicani by exploring their website.
e Discover even more Latin American instruments!
o All Around This World

o Raquel grew up in Spain. Find Spain on the map and learn a little more about it.
o Discover Spain’s traditional music.
e Pancho grew up in Mexico. Find Mexico on the map and learn a little more about it.
o Discover Mexico’s traditional music.
o Explore what happens when two different styles of culture mix together. For Latin America, the music
evolved after having a European and an African influence. Have you seen something like this happen?
o Think about your heritage. What pieces of your heritage are a mix of more than one culture?
o What traditions do you have that originated in more than one country?

Extending Cuicani’s Video Visit Impact
Use these ideas as they are or use them as launching points for your own ideas!

Language Arts:

Read My Name Is Celia
by Monica Brown

(A read aloud version can
be found here)

Music: Explore some of Celia Cruz’s music. Listen for some of the
descriptions that were listed in the book. Can you hear the ocean waves?
Drama: Develop a skit about Celia leaving her home in Cuba to follow her
passion to be a musician.

Writing: Write an ad in the newspaper for one of Celia Cruz’'s concerts. How
would you get people to attend this concert?

Social Studies:
Explore Latin American

Music: Choose a Latin American country and learn more about their music.
Share a musical example with your classmates.

Clave Rhythm
(3-2 son clave)

Content Connections

Countries Art: Learn about an artist from the country you are exploring. Create a
piece of art in the style of that artist. For example if | was exploring Chile, |
might use a site like this to gain inspiration for my art piece.

Math: Music: Clap the clave rhythm together as a class and count out loud (1-&-2-

&-3-&-4-&). Have half of the class keep a steady beat still counting out loud
and have the other half clap the clave rhythm. What do you notice about
where the numbers line up?

Dance: Tap your feet and dance to the clave rhythm. Explore how this
syncopation feels in your body. What do you notice?

Science:
Tube Length and Pitch

Music: Find a plastic bottle and blow across the top to create sound.
Experiment using different sized bottles. Which ones will sound higher in
pitch and which ones will sound lower?

Art: Create your own siku using straws or other tubes. Carefully decide how
long each tube should be to create the sound you want.

For more ideas and 4th Grade Arts Integration Lesson Plans, visit the Resource Page of the ACE
School Partner website here: https://www.mso.org/education/ace/ace schools/resources/

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

e Looking for more arts integration ideas for your classroom? Check out these websites:
o ACE Webpage: https://www.mso.org/education/ace/
= Password: Schools2021
o Education Closet: hitps://educationcloset.com/
o PBS Learning Media: https://wpt.pbslearningmedia.org/
o Re/sound: Songs of Wisconsin — A PBS website featuring cultural arts groups right here in

Wisconsin!
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o The Cleveland Orchestra Arts Integration Lessons:
https://www.clevelandorchestra.com/lessonlibrary?fbclid=IwAR2uKLHOE5GgPdknLt tHUINCBA
MOsXMuKNMhOk LOrGIwlNkuyZpShiXws

o The Kennedy Center: https://www.kennedy-center.org/education/

o Join Milwaukee Symphony ACE Teacher Resource Group on Facebook to ask questions,
get ideas, and have discussions with other area ACE teachers.

ABOUT THE ACE PROGRAM

The Arts in Community Education Program (ACE) of the Milwaukee Symphony Orchestra has been a pioneer
of the arts integration movement in education since 1990. It is one of the largest, most well-respected, and
longest running initiatives of its kind in the country.

Through partnerships with educators like you, ACE connects students, teachers, school communities, and
professional artists of all kinds with an integrated approach to the arts and curriculum. ACE is a unique form of
learning, teaching students important concepts by moving them (sometimes quite literally) with the arts. The
Virtual ACE Program allows us to reach schools and students all over the state of Wisconsin and beyond for
the first time.

ACE MISSION

The mission of the Milwaukee Symphony Orchestra Arts in Community Education (ACE) Program is to
advance children’s learning and development by connecting students, teachers, school communities, and
professional artists through engaging arts experiences and integrated arts curriculum.

ACE PROGRAM GOALS

o ACE will foster an environment for enhanced student learning through arts integration.

o ACE will inspire student excellence and creative expression through high quality arts experiences.

o ACE will support development of the whole child by nurturing a sensitivity to art and beauty.

o ACE will support teachers’ use of arts integration practices to become more effective, creative, and
well-rounded educators.

o ACE will broaden perspectives by connecting students, teachers, school communities, and professional
artists through novel arts opportunities.

ACE 4th GRADE EXPLORER REPERTIORE

This repertoire list represents the pieces that would be played at the Milwaukee Symphony ACE Concerts.
These concerts, one for each grade level, normally take place in the spring when we are able to offer the in-
person program. All of these pieces relate to the grade level theme. We invite you to incorporate them into your
teaching or school day or share this list with students to listen and watch at home. For more background
information on these pieces and ideas about how to use them, check out the appropriate grade level Teacher
Resource Guide found at mso.org/ace. Log in to the ACE Schools pages on the right hand side of the page to
view or download the guide (Case Sensitive Password: Schools2021).

Questions? Contact us at edu@mso.org.

Rodeo “Hoe-Down” — Aaron Copland
1. Sofia Festival Orchestra — Conducted by Maxim Eshkenazy — Performed at Fortissimo Fest on
September 8, 2012 (live performance): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0WhL504RUko
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2. New York Philharmonic Orchestra — Conducted by Leonard Bernstein (audio only):
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WYSHY QtKZXk
Symphony No. 9 (From the New World), second movement — Antonin Dvorak
1. London Philharmonic Orchestra — Conducted by David Parry (audio only with ocean pictures):
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4RSA04dYx-Y
2. Wiener Philharmoniker — Conducted by Herbert von Karajan — Performed in 2011 (live performance):
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J3QZd4KDNoU
“In The Field Stood A Little Birch Tree” — traditional (A recording of the orchestrated version that the MSO
will play is unavailable).
Symphony No. 4, opus 36, F minor, fourth movement — Piotr llyich Tchaikovsky
1. Philadelphia Orchestra — Conducted by Riccardo Muti (audio only):
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=id4yx4nnhv8
2. Chicago Symphony Orchestra — Conducted by Daniel Barenboim — Performed at Carnegie Hall in 1997
(live performance): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PLHj-eekdNU
Scheherazade, second movement — Nikolai Rimsky-Korsakov
1. Moscow City Symphony “Russian Philharmonic” — Conducted by Dmitri Jurowski — Performed in Sofia,
Bulgaria for the opening of a European Music Festival on March 25, 2013 (live performance):
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0QhV78zLt3KE
2. Chicago Symphony Orchestra — Conducted by Fritz Reiner (audio only):
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ByVhN7YGtSw
Mother Goose Suite “Empress of the Pagodas” — Maurice Ravel
1. New York Philharmonic — Conducted by David Robertson (audio only):
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I10YaoTXizCl
Conga del Fuego — Arturo Marquez
1. National Youth Orchestra of the United States of America — Conducted by Marin Alsop (live
performance): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HT0QeD mP1w
2. Simon Bolivar Youth Orchestra of Venezuela — Conducted by Gustavo Dudamel (audio only):
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SfITkeMwRp8

For more information about the ACE Program visit www.mso.org/ace
Comments or questions? Contact us at edu@mso.org

THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS

The MSO thanks the following funders for generous annual support that makes the Arts in Community Education
(ACE) program possible: the United Performing Arts Fund (UPAF); Eleanor N. Wilson, ELM Il, and Irene Edelstein
Memorial Funds as managed by the Greater Milwaukee Foundation; endowed funding from the Hearst Foundations;
Bader Philanthropies, Inc.; the Bert L. and Patricia S. Steigleder Charitable Trust; Ralph Evinrude Foundation, Inc.;
the Jane Bradley Pettit Foundation; the Gene and Ruth Posner Foundation, Inc.; ANON Charitable Trust; the
Charles D. Ortgiesen Foundation; the Krause Family Foundation; the Albert J. and Flora H. Ellinger Foundation,
Inc.; U.S. Bank; Komatsu Mining Corp Foundation; MGIC; Steinway Piano Gallery of Milwaukee; Kapco, Inc. and
Shirley & Richard Behrendt. ACE is also supported in part by grants from the Wisconsin Arts Board with funds from
the State of Wisconsin and the National Endowment for the Arts, CAMPAC — Milwaukee County Arts Fund, and the
Milwaukee Arts Board.
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