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LACIS 982: Evil and the Caribbean Novel

Dr. Guillermina De Ferrari Rueda

This course explores key twentieth- and twenty-first-century Caribbean novels through the
combined lenses of moral philosophy and aesthetics within a comparative literature
framework. We will examine various manifestations of evil, including cruelty, natural
disasters, and illness, and analyze how evil operates within the unique Caribbean context,
particularly its interaction with environmental and political vulnerabilities. Furthermore, we
will investigate the emergence of beauty from, and in spite of, these circumstances.
Assigned readings include contemporary novels by authors such as Alejo Carpentier, Rita
Indiana, René Philoctete, Maryse Condé, Lionel Trouillot, Jamaica Kincaid, Marlon James,
Guillermo Rosales, Eduardo Lalo, and Cezanne Cardona.

Classes will be conducted in English. Students will read texts in their original language
whenever possible. Students may write their papers in English, Spanish or French.



